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UPCOMING Chapter Events 
 

Meeting Topic- Species Foundation Presentation 
Chapter Meeting ï We will see you on Tuesday, March 16 at 6:30 p.m. for refreshments and meeting 
starts at 7:00 p.m.at the Presbyterian Church, 3996 Hwy 101 N in Florence. Pre-meeting dinner will be at 
the Brown Hen at 5:00 p.m. Contact Rosemary Rebello for reservations (541) 997-6167 or 
tonyrosesemary@charter.net 
Gallagher Park Work Party ï Wednesday March 17 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.The park is at the 
corner of Spruce and Hwy 126. Gene Cockeram- City Park Commissioner. flowerman@q.com  
Cookie Team- Jan Shepherd, JoAnn Wilson, Jenny Velinty, Merilee Mulvey 
Flower Shows this spring at the FEC- Early show is April 24/25. Rhody Festival show is May 22/23. 

Enter your early blooming trusses in the Southwestern Chapter show the week before our early flower 
show. See information about their show on page two (2). 
 
 

 
  

       
 
 

 

M IS FOR MARCH 

 
Rhododendron My Mary 
This month I chose a sunny yellow hybrid azalea 
called ñMy Maryò because it is so sunny and perky. 
Bloom time is early midseason (April 15 to May 1

st
). 

My Mary is a splendid medium height bush, attaining 
4 feet in 10 years of growth. Seed parent x pollen 
parent: Nacoochee x austrinum. The flower is 
tubular and funnel-shaped with wavy lobes 2 1/2'ò 
across, has a fragrance, and brilliant yellow color. 
Conical trusses hold 25 flowers. The cold hardiness 
of this plant is -10°F and it is a deciduous plant. The 
hybridizer is Beasley and the registration Reference 
is ARS 844. 
 
This shrub does well as a hedge, in a mixed border, 
woodland garden or shade garden. It attracts 
hummingbirds. It is best grown in acidic, organically 
rich, medium moisture-retentive but well drained 
soils in part shade.  
 
My Mary prefers sun dappled or high open shade, 
but she tolerates a fair amount of sun in cool 
northern summers. Poor drainage leads to root rot. 
Shallow root systems will benefit greatly from a 
mulch to help retain moisture and stabilize soil temperatures. Roots should not be allowed to dry out. Clip off spent flower 
clusters soon after bloom. 
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Flower Show Awards Supporter Form 

Siuslaw Chapter ARS 
 

2010 Early Show 
 
One of the best ways to encourage community participation in the early flower show is to present awards in as many 
categories as possible. Through your generous support, those lucky award winners would really appreciate the 
recognition, as we see on their smiling faces each year. 
 
Would you like to be a supporter for the awards categories at the early flower show? The chapter would really 
appreciate your donation toward the purchase of awards. Please fill out this form and send it with your check to the 
Siuslaw Chapter ARS, PO Box 1701, Florence, OR 97439. 
 
Yes, sign me up as a flower show supporter for a $15 donation. Please indicate whether you would like your name 

listed as the award donor. You are welcome to contribute more if you choose. 
 
Name_________________________________________________ (please print) 

 
_____ Yes, please list my name as the award donor. 

         Thank you! 
 
 

SECRETARYôS REPORT   By:  Kathy Bones 

The Siuslaw Chapter Board is really busy doing chapter business and preparing for the 10-10-10 Convention in 
October.  Be sure to watch for information about the Convention so you can get excited about it, too! Gallagherôs Park 
is in need of spring-cleaning.  Raking seems to be the most needed activity to clean up all the down debris from winter. 

The Chapter is sending $100.00 to the Siuslaw Elementary School for their art program that generates the darling 
childrenôs art at the May show.  The school will have donated art for 10-10-10 also.  The early show is April 24-25, 
2010.  Work has begun on making it again one of the best shows in the world.  Iôm not prejudice!   

The next meeting of the 10-10-10 Convention is April 27, at Bonesô, at 7:00 PM.  Volunteers not attending the 
Convention will not have to pay the registration fee.  Paul Wilson is working on a web site for the convention that will 
out shine any web site youôve ever seen!  He and Merilee Mulvey have been working on the registration form and have 
it almost done.  The Siuslaw Chapter loaned WRC 2010 (Western Regional Conference) $1,500.00 seed money to be 
paid back immediately following the convention in October.  The convention Treasurer, Kathy Bones, opened an 
account at Oregon Pacific Bank for the convention. 

 

 

The Cecil and Molly Smith Garden, world renowned for its collection of species and hybrid rhododendrons, will be open 

during the blooming season, Saturdays and Sundays, April 3rd through May 23rd, 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. This three-acre 

natural woodland setting also features choice trees, shrubs, wildflowers, and bulbs, including Cyclamen, Trillium, 

Erythronium and Narcissus which complement the over 600 rhododendrons and azaleas. Established in the early 1950's, the 

garden contains many rare species grown by Cecil Smith from seeds Imported from China and cuttings from England, as well as 

hybrids he developed. The Portland Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society purchased the garden in 1983 and, along with 

the Willamette and Tualatin Valley Chapters, now manages and maintains it. A selection of plants featured in the garden is 

available for purchase. Garden admission is free to American Rhododendron Society members. There is a modest admission fee of 

$3.00 for others. Due to the sloping site the garden is not considered handicap accessible. The garden is located at 5065 Raybell 

Road, St.Paul, Oregon, 7/10ths of a mile west of Highway 219 between St. Paul and Newberg. Turn west on Champoeg Road 

(look for the blue Heirloom Roses sign) and continue straight on to Raybell Road to the garden. Parking and entrance are on the 

right just past the house with the garden address. For more information, call Ginny Mapes at 503-647-2896 or see 

http://www.rhodies.org/smith/pdxsg1.htm. This spring, don't miss this hidden gem which has been featured 

in Horticulture magazine and several television programs. 

http://www.rhodies.org/smith/pdxsg1.htm
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Itôs not too lateé. 
 
The Ultimate Rhododendron Conference  
April 9  11 at UBC Botanical Garden  

 

With about a month to go, the conference is already 75% 
filled and instructors Ron Knight and Douglas Justice are 
delighted with the response. Good news: there are still 
spaces left at both level 1 and level 2!  Level 1 classes, 
with Ron, are all about rhododendron gardening and 
provide an excellent opportunity to more deeply involve 
potential and newer rhododendron club members in the 
wonderful world of rhododendrons.   
 
Level 2 classes, with Douglas, are for veteran collectors who want to know more about classification, 
identification, culture and care of species rhododendrons.  Friday April 9th is the garden tour day.  Douglas 
Justice (Curator of UBC Botanical Garden) and Todd Major (former Director of the Park and Tilford Gardens) 
will be conducting morning tours of Canada¹s premier rhododendron garden, UBC Botanical Garden.  In the 
afternoon, Gerry Gibbens (Head Gardener for the Sino-Himalayan Garden) and Roy Forster (original designer 
of the Rhododendron Walk) will be leading tours at the world class VanDusen Botanical Garden.  A large 
selection of species and hybrid rhododendrons will be offered for sale on Saturday and Sunday.  If you wish to 
register, please visit www.rhodos.ca  to print a registration form.  Mail it as soon as possible.  For further 
information, email Ron Knight at:  rcknight@telus.net 
 
 

Spring is sprung in Gallagherôs Rhododendron Park! 
 
This is one of the first of the big leaves to bloom in Gallagher's Rhododendron Park, located on the corner of 
Hwy 126 and Spruce Street in Florence. I believe this was a plant given by Dr Gerdemann. 

 
 
These photos are courtesy of Florence resident 
Dave Braley. 
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ROAD TRIP! 
 
It has been awhile since we had a virtual road trip. One of my favorite spots in Oregon is The Oregon Garden. My 
husband and I had the opportunity to visit the garden when it first opened back in July, 2001. After a rocky start the 
garden is now in better financial shape and it improves every year. First, you must visit their website at 
http://oregongarden.org/index.html and read all about the exciting things to see and do. March is a special month 
because, to me, it marks the beginning of spring with the equinox on March 21

st
. The garden starts to come alive with the 

first blossoming plants. Here are a few you can see in 
March: 
 
Alpine plants 
Camassia quamash ï Camas 
Corylopsis species ï Winter Hazel 
Crocus species and cultivars ï Crocus 
Hebe species and cultivars ï Hebe 
Iris species and cultivars ï Reticulated Iris 
Narcissus cultivars ï early-blooming Daffodil 
Rhododendron species and cultivars ï early-blooming  
Salix gracilistyla óMelanostachysô ï Black Pussy willow 
Tulipa species ï Species Tulip  
 
I have to admit that this direction map looks like a maze, 
but it is actually quite easy to find the garden and there 
is even a resort if you want to stay overnight. From 
Florence, it takes about 3 hours to drive there on the 
beautiful back roads through farm land east of I-5. A 
bonus is the opportunity to view the Gordon House, one 
of the only Frank Lloyd Wright designed homes in 
Oregon. It was moved to the garden in 2002. You can 
read about it on the garden website. 

We have enjoyed visiting The Oregon Garden at various 
times of the year in order to see the different blooming times of various plants. An interesting feature of the garden is the 
wetlands waste water processing. Here is what they have to say about the wetlands program: 

óAn innovative, pioneering program in partnership with the City of Silverton in which the area's treated water is used to 
create a thriving wetlands habitat for a variety of wildlife and plants. The water travels at the rate of 300 gallons per minute 
in peak season through a series of terraced ponds with cascading water, pools and wetlands plants to a holding tank 
where it then flows into an irrigation system -- a unique and attractive method of using treated water to irrigate The 
Garden. The wetlands also play an active role in the education programs at The Garden. As much as 700,000 gallons of 
water daily enter the top of the wetlands from the City of Silvertonôs treatment facility. As the water moves through more 

than 17 acres of ponds, the plants both lower the 
temperature and remove excess nutrients (excellent 
fertilizer!). 

Years of monthly water quality testing of these ponds have 
shown a decrease in excess nitrate and phosphorous 
concentrations from where the water enters the garden to 
where it gets released. When the water re-enters the 
watershed at Brush Creek, the nutrient concentrations are 
almost non-detectable -and thereby safe for our fish friends. 

Wetland ecosystems are teeming with biodiversity - you may 
spot critters such as red-winged blackbirds, herons, wood 
ducks, native frogs and dragonflies. Be sure to visit both the 
Upper and Lower Wetland Interpretive Trails.ô 

 
 

 

 

http://oregongarden.org/index.html
http://oregongarden.org/Education.htm
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Chapter Contacts 
 
President:  Mike Bones 

(541) 997-3082 
rhodies@charter.net    

 Vice President:   
 Bill Hennig 
 (541 997-2489 
 just1more@q.com  

Secretary:  Kathy Bones 
(541) 997-3082 
kathybones@charter.net  

Treasurer:  Nancy Fullmer 
(541) 997-7579 
nfullmer05@msn.com  

Board Members:  
Jim Smith, Past President 
(541) 268-6821 
rhodysmith@qwestoffice.net  
Judy Johnson 
(541)997-4203 
Billnjudy4@charter.net  
Merilee Mulvey 
 (541) 997-8025 
gmmulvey@oregonfast.net  
Sandi Hennig  
(541) 997-2489 
fiendish@q.com   

Book Chairperson:  
Ron Sjogren 
541-997-1957 

Newsletter Editor & Distribution:  
Merilee Mulvey 
(541) 997-8025 
gmmulvey@oregonfast.net  

Membership;  Hospitality: 
    Sandi Hennig 
    (541) 997-2489 

   flendish@q.com  
Show Chairman:  
   Chapter Board ï early show 2009 
   Jim Smith ï late show 2009 
Historian:  
    Debbie Drechinski 
    (541) 997-8376 
    No email  
Publicity:  

 Judy Johnson 
(541)997-4203 

     Billnjudy4@charter.net  

Store (clothing):  
Connie Rosenbalm 
     (541)-997-8205 
     riverskip@hotmail.com  
 

Siuslaw Chapter ARS Mission Statement 
 

The Mission of the Siuslaw Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society is to promote the genus Rhododendron by: 
 

¶ Creating enthusiasm for the genus Rhododendron through meetings, shows, publications, and social activities that provide 
the opportunities for members to share experiences and build friendships. 

¶ Providing educational opportunities to successfully grow and enjoy these wonderful plants. 

¶ Encouraging propagation and hybridizing of species and hybrid rhododendrons. 

¶ Furthering the planting and use of rhododendrons and azaleas in home, business, and public landscapes. 

¶ Advocating the conservation and preservation of superior plants of our native Rhododendrons and their habitat along the 
Oregon Coast. 

¶ Advancing and supporting the mission of the American Rhododendron Society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editorôs Corner: 
Thank goodness Harold Greer published his wonderful guidebook to 
Rhododendrons. I have been typing up the specs for all of the rhododendron 
choices each month (which I find on the ARS national website) indicating the 
blooming seasons and I wasnôt always clear as to what the initials stand foré 
 
Well, I turned to page 21 in Haroldôs book and there was the answer. Iôll be a 
good editor and share it with you in case you havenôt bought this book yet. 
Oh, by the way, our chapter sells the book (hardback copy) for a reasonable 
price, so be sure to pick one up at the next meeting you attend or at one of 
our flower shows (available at the hospitality center book table). 

 

Blooming Season Terms 
 

VE Very Early  January, February, to March 15 

E Early   March 15
th
 to April 15

th
 

EM Early Midseason April 15
th
 to May 1

st
 

M Midseason  May 1
st
 to June 1

st
 

L Late    June 1
st
 to June 15

th
 

VL Very Late  June 15
th
 through August 

 

Thanks for all of the helpful information in your book, Harold! 
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